44                 Anti-Theistic Theories.
has been unable until comparatively late times either to raise or answer the question, Was mind before matter or matter before mind ? The Jews seem to have been the first nation raised above such materialism, and raised also, in consequence, above pantheism to a true theism. It is the Bible which has impressed on the human mind the great thought of the creation of matter by the will, the word of God
The rude religious materialism now referred to is, of course, a very different thing from a speculative anti-religious materialism, but it explains why, as soon as speculation appeared and assumed an anti-religious attitude, it should have presented itself in the form of materialism. In spite of all that has been said against speculation, however, it is not the rule, it is only the exception, for it to be anti-religious ; it is not the rule, but only the exception, for it to lead to materialism. The tendency of speculation, of refined and disciplined reflection of thought which seeks really to comprehend what it has before it, is, if history may be credited, to get beyond matter, not to rest in it The history of materialism impartially written is not a very brilliant one. Comparatively few of the world's greatest thinkers have been adherents of this system. Its advocates have often done it little credit1
In China, more than three hundred years before 1 See Appendix V.